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being small. Owing to the configuration of the coast, the rainfall
decreases rapidly from west to east and the dry season becomes
more marked; Axim has over 80 inches, while Kwitta has less than
20; it also decreases inland, and in the northern part of the country
the precipitation is about 40 inches. There are, therefore, two well-
marked natural regions. The Gold Coast, except in the east, and
the southern part of Ashanti, are covered with forest, and the
remainder of the area consists of savanna land.
THE FOREST. The Gold Coast now produces over one-third
of the world's supply of cocoa; its rapid advance to this position is
due partly to favourable conditions of soil and climate, partly to
the adoption of better methods of preparing the bean for market,
though the native grower still leaves something to be desired in this
respect, and partly to the development of roads and means of
transport. Rubber, obtained from Funimma elastica which is
indigenous, and from plantations of Hevea, is now of little account.
The yield of palm-oil and palm-kernels has decreased, largely as a
result of the greater attention paid to the production of cocoa.
Kola-nuts are obtained from trees found in the forests north of
Kumasi. Mahogany, which is floated down from the interior, is the
most valuable timber of the region. Gold ranks next to cocoa in the
list of exports, and is obtained partly by dredging the rivers, and
partly by mining. Diamondsf also are of importance, and a con-
siderable quantity of manganese is exported.
The SAVANNA is freely cultivated, but its exports are incon-
siderable. Cotton is grown for home consumption, but it is unlikely
that the area under it will be much increased at present. Small
quantities of gum and rubber, and some cattle, are at present the
chief exports of the region.
COMMUNICATIONS. The country has now a good port in Takoradi
and internal communications have been greatly improved during
the last few years. The Volta is navigable for some distance, but
its course is obstructed by falls; and the only railways which pene-
trate far into the interior are those from Takoradi and Accra to
Kumasi.
THE COLONY AND PROTECTORATE OF NIGERIA
This region, which consists of the colony of Lagos and the former
protectorates of Northern and Southern Nigeria, is the most